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African American Education Program 
EASTERN 
WASHINGTON 
UNIVERSITY 
Director's Message: 
by Nancy Nelson 
The African American 
Education Program (AAEP) has 
had a very productive spring. 
We want to thank all of the 
EWU deparnnents, community 
organizations, and people who 
contributed to the program's 
success. We especially want to 
thank our Dean, Dr. Mike 
Frumkin, our diligent work 
study students, Jameeka Scott 
and Charles Lassiter, our 
graduate assistants, Amy Hagins 
and Donna Evans, and also 
Christian Shook and 
Gwen Wind. I personally want 
to thank our office secretary, 
Trudy Weston who joined 
the AAEP last summer, our 
advisor/recruiter, LaMar Jack-
son, and our professor, Dr. Scott 
Finnie for their commitment, 
energy, and passion 
for what they do. 
We have returned to our 
newly remodeled office in 
Monroe 204. Please 
come. see the beautiful new 
building. Our office houses a 
study/meeting space for students 
with computers and a library. 
During Spring Quarter we 
co-sponsored John Stone with 
the School of Social Work. He 
spoke about the importance of 
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protecting our children. The 
Music Department worked with 
us to bring guitarist Leon 
Atkinson who mesmerized the 
audience with an array of music 
syles. The Music Department, 
Theater Deparnnent, and the 
Spokane Jazz Society joined us 
in sponsoring Gail Nelson who 
told the truth about how to 
succeed in show business. For 
the month of May the Virginia 
Collection was displayed in the 
Archive Room of the JFK 
Library. Each doll represents 
an event in African American 
history. Red Beans and Ricely 
Yours" an annual event to 
recognize student academic 
achievements was held in May. 
Enjoy more about some of these 
events inside the newsletter. 
Important summer dates include 
Juneteeth on June 16th, the celebra-
tion of the end of slavery in the 
United States. July 4th is, of course, 
the Fourth of July celebration of the 
country's independence from En-
gland. It should be noted that many 
African Americans fought in the 
Revolutionary War. Cripus Attucks 
was the first of the five persons 
killed in the Boston Massacre. By 
remembering the past and celebrating 
the present we move forward with an 
increased hope for our individual and 
collective futures. 
CONGRATULATIONS, 
GRADUATES! 
Have a wonderful summer! 
AAEPStaff 
Nancy Nelson, Director, 359-6150 
Scott Finnie, Vstg. Professor, 359-6152 
LaMar Jackson, Advisor/Recruiter, 359-6151 
Trudy Weston, Secretary, 359-2205 
Donna Emns, Mentor Program, 359-6635 
Amy Hagins, Alumni Relations, 359-6635 
Charles Lassiter, Worlcstudy, 359-2205 
Jameeka Scott, Worlcstudy, 359-2205 
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Once again, the "Red Beans and Ricely 
Yours" event was a success This event 
honors those included on the Dean's Lists and 
2000-2001 graduates The atmosphere was 
lightfrom start to finish. An EWU jazz 
ensemble played an assortment of festive 
songs as everyone ate their fill of red beans 
and rice with sausage tidbits (from Spokane's 
Chicken & More restaurant), along with 
green beans, corn muffins and brownies from 
EWU's Event Planning 
Dean Frumkin, School of Social Work and 
Hwnan Services and Provost Peter Dual gave 
opening remarks to those assembled in the 
Showalter Rotunda. Nancy Nelson handed 
out certificates to recognize the students who 
were on the Dean's List/or Fall and/or 
Winter quarters. After those students were 
recognized, Ms Nelson and Dean Frwnpkin 
awarded Kente cloths to the graduating 
African American students The beautiful 
blue and gold Kente cloths symbolize a rich 
and royal African past. All of the graduating 
seniors honored at the African American 
Education Program's Red Beans & Ricely 
Yours event will be recognizable at gradua-
tion, June 16th, by the kente cloths they wear 
Midway through Red Beans & Ricely Yours, 
a group of young children from the EWU 
Daycare joined us. They were treated to 
brownies after presentations were made. 
Christian Shook helped close the award 
presentation by leading attendees in "Lift 
Every Voice and Sing, "the Black National 
Anthem. 
Kente cloths were purchased with funds donated to our 
EWU Foundation-AAEPAccount, 127 Hargreaves Hall, 
Cheney, WA 99004. 
African American Graduation Celebration 
On May 5th, Eastern Washington University 
hosted the Sixth Annual African American 
Graduation Celebration. African American 
students graduating from Spokane and surround-
ing area high schools, colleges, GED programs 
or vocational schools were honored for their 
accomplishments. 
The celebration included traditional African 
ceremonial customs including the Rites of Pas-
sage and the libation. Each graduate was 
given a Kente cloth which is indigenous to the 
Akan people of West Africa. The ceremonial 
cloth is presented at special occasions to symbol-
ize the rich African heritage and culture. 
The keynote speaker was Baruti L. Artharee, 
Interim Director of Housing for Oregon's Port-
land Development Commission. His topic "Look-
ing Back to Look Forward" expressed the impor-
tance of understanding the past as the new 
graduates plan for their futures. Eastern alum 
and graduate student, LaShund Lambert, closed 
the ceremony by leading the participants and 
audience in singing "Lift Every Voice and Sing", 
the African American National Anthem. The 
program was followed by a reception including a 
fabulous selection of catered food items by 
Eastern's Event Planning. 
Have you heard the eood news? 
Jenna Tinkle, of Spokane, has been named by 
Govenor Gary Locke to be a student member of 
the EWU Board of Trustees/or the 2001-2002 
academic year. 
Alvin Tolliver has been selected as co-captain/or 
EWU's 2001 football season. Tolliver, a 27-game 
starter for the Eagles, was selected as defensive 
captain. 
Chris White. EWU basketball player and recent 
graduate, has signed to play basketball with a 
team in Japan. 
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Leon Atkinson Gives Recital 
by Brian Triplett 
On Friday, May 11th, the African American Studies Program brought 
classical guitarist Leon Atkinson to Eastern Washington University for an after-
noon performance in the Music Building's recital hall. 
Atkinson informed his audience that he was going to perform "a program 
ranging from blues, possibly to Bach, depending on the time." 
The selections in Atkinson's diverse program included lesser-known 
classical works, jazz standards, a piece from the movie "Black Orpheus," and 
blues songs by the Chicago playwright Oscar Brown, jr. * He opened with Prelude 
Number One and Prelude Number Three by the Brazilian composer Heitor Villa-
Lobos. A lifetime devoted to the guitar made itself evident in his light touch, 
beautiful tone, and deft phrasing. His performance of Prelude Number Three was 
initially plagued by unwanted string noise, but he played the rest of the lively 
arrangement with authority and enviable finesse. 
Atkinson is also a talented singer, as he proved with his rendition of "God 
Bless the Child." He sang the jazz standard [made famous by Billie Holliday] in a 
mellow, smoky tenor reminiscent of Lou Rawls. His tasteful guitar arrangement 
was punctuated by a flamenco-flavored solo that evoked images of Spain without 
straying too far away from the urban sensibilities of contemporary jazz. 
When singing the witty, irreverent lyrics of Oscar Brown, jr., his passion 
for music showed in everything from his facial expressions to the way he tapped 
his foot in time with his solos. He was clearly having a great time, and his exuber-
ance made the music even better. 
Between songs, Atkinson shared about his experiences as a performer and 
teacher, his family, and his musical education. Some of Leon Atkinson's many 
accomplishments include studying with the world-renowned Spanish maestro 
Andres Segovia, performing at Carnegie Hall in 1975, playing guitar for a number 
of successful Broadway shows, and starting guitar programs at several colleges. 
He is currently the head of the guitar department at Gonzaga University, and he 
also hosts a radio show on KPBX called "Guitar Hour" that is broadcast every 
Thursday at 11 :00 a.m. 
Leon Atkinson didn't have enough time to play the Bach piece he alluded 
to at the beginning of his recital, but nobody seemed disappointed. Enthusiastic 
applause filled the recital hall as the gracious and eloquent guitarist took his final 
bow. 
*The lowercase ''jr" is Oscar Brown's prefe"ed style. 
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Would YOU like to be con-
sidered for future Student 
Spotlight or Alumni Spot-
light articles? Or, would 
you be willing to write, and 
receive by-line credit for an 
article about a future AAEP 
event? If yes, please con-
tact Trudy at (509) 359-
2205 to add your name to 
the interest list. 
????????????? 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • 
SUMMER2001 
COURSE OFFERINGS 
Courses taught by Dr. Scott Finnie 
Intro to African American Culture 
AAST/HUMN 214 - Isle Hall 213 
TR 12:15 - 2:35 p.m. 
5 credits 
20th Century African American History 
AAST/IIlST 216- Hargreaves Hall 206 
MW 12:15-2:35 p.m. 
5 credits 
The History and Dynamics of U.S. Slavery 
AAST 498 - Isle Hall 213 
Saturdays only- 7/22 & 7/29 - 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
2 credits 
Dr. King and Malcolm X: 
A Comparative Study and Review 
AAST 498 - Isle Hall 213 
Saturdays only - 8/4 & 8/11 - 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
2 credits 
Course taught by Nancy Nelson 
African American Music History 
AAST 498 - Isle Hall 213 
1R -9:00-11:30 am. 
5 credits 
Surviving in this business called 
"SHOW" 
by Trudy Weston 
EWU's Diversity Commission, 
Theatre and Music Departments as well 
as AAEP and the Spokane Jazz Society 
all worked together to bring singer, 
actress and dancer, Gail Nelson, to the 
EWU campus for a speaking engage-
ment on May 9th. Ms. Nelson is not 
related to AAEP Director, Nancy 
Nelson, although both share a passion-
ate love for jazz. 
Gail Nelson was in Spokane to give 
a concert at the MET titled, "A Tribute 
to Billie Holiday" Ms. Nelson agreed 
to come to EWU for a question and 
answer period on the topic of "Surviv-
ing in this business called'' SH OW."' 
Ms. Nelson delighted the audience with 
stories about her career as well as 
offering pointers for success in show 
business such as. getting acting and 
vocal teachers, subscribing to Backstage 
Magazine so an aspring actor could 
know about summer stock and theatre 
opportunites, getting into a union, how 
to build a resume, using television and 
films for wider exposure or sticking to 
Broadway so your identity is less 
known to the masses, how to use trade 
papers, successful auditioning, etc. 
Several students asked Ms. Nelson to 
sing a few songs. She graciously agreed 
and treated the audience to a couple 
selections. 
Her final piece of advice, "If you 
really want to try to be a singer or an 
actor, DO IT!" 
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Alumni Spotlight: Rachel Guy 
While attending community college I met two minority professionals who en-
couraged me to pursue education beyond the two-year degree. Their support and 
encouragement gave me direction. The wife, having previously attended EWU, 
raved about the excellent social work program, so I applied and was accepted into 
the Bachelor of Social Work program in the fall of 1998. Two years laJer after 
completing the BSW program, I applied to the Advanced Standing Graduate Mas-
ter of Social Work program and was accepted. I will graduate with my MSW de-
gree June 2001. · 
My fondest memory (andfavorite class) at EWU was presenting to my Human 
Identity class about Matthew Henson, an African American arctic explorer. Mr. 
Henson was a remarkable individual who overcame prejudice and a disadvantaged 
childhood to become an accomplished arctic explorer and a key individual in one 
of the most famous expeditions of all time, the Peary Expedition to the North Pole 
on April 6, 1909. Professor Ross, the since retired instructor of the Human Iden-
tity class, complimented my efforts by including five questions about Matthew 
Henson on the class midterm. 
I participated in the McNair Scholar program. McNair is designed for under-
graduates who are first-generation and low-income college students or from 
groups under-represented at the doctoral level. The McNair Scholar program at 
EWU encourages gradu~e students by providing opportunities for undergraduates 
to define their goals, to engage in research, and to develop skills and student/ 
f acuity mentor relaJionships critical to success at the doctoral level 
I am cu"ently pursuing employment in the social work field. In the future, I 
would like to further explore and research topics of oppression, advocacy, develop-
mental disabilities and relaJed topics, mentor to ethnic minority youth and possibly 
pursue a Ph.D. in Social Work. 
1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 
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Student Spotlight: Gwen Wind 
Hi All! My name is Gwen Wind, I am a 
senior here at Eastern, and about to gradu-
ate. I transferred here from a community 
college in Olympia, WA in the winter of 
2000. I am a psychology major with a 
minor in African American Studies. I have 
to admit that I have enjoyed my time here a 
great deal, and feel a sort of loss as I move 
on to the next stage in my life. 
In the fall, I will be attending Penn State 
to earn a Masters Degree in American 
Studies, with an emphasis in African Ameri-
can Studies. I have received an assistantship 
that will pay my tuition and living ex-
penses; a huge help needless to say. I hope 
to move on to get my Ph.D. sometime 
shortly after that; when I am not sure. 
As I prepare to move to the other side of 
the country, I have been bombarded with 
thoughts of how very blessed I have been to 
have the absolute best support network a 
person could ask for. My family and friends 
have been an inspiration, and I don't think I 
could have made it without any of them. 
The AAEP has also been a lifesaver a 
number of times, and I am thankful for 
having become involved. I have made life 
long friends here at Eastern, and I hope to 
return here someday in the future. 
No one knows just what the future has to 
offer, or what will come their way next, but 
rest assured that with the right amount of 
support, self-confidence, and determination, 
anything can happen! 
~--~ -----·-·- - · 
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2000-2001 Graduates 
Massillon Clay Boyd 
Gregory E. Butler 
Micheal A. Callaway 
Veronica Lynn Carter 
Jewell Day 
Lerohn Jahmal Dodson 
Sherian Denise Fletcher 
Shantell Leon Franklin 
Kathy Gardner 
Stacey Devon Grady 
Rachel Ann Guy 
Seville Alquatha Herring 
Phare/on Elaine Johnson 
Chauncey Kareem Jones 
Mick.ii De Juan Jones 
Robert E. Jones 
Rahmal Amin Leonard 
Howard Lee Mc Collum, Jr. 
James Clifford McDonald, Jr. 
Monique Gabrielle Monroe 
Timothy J. Moore 
Mon Ra Muse 
Josephine Yaa Opong-Vaughn 
Mark Perterson 
AngelaReneeSchwendiman 
Travis Sewell 
Terry Robin Shines 
Donald Cornell Sims, Jr. 
Ronnie K. Solomom 
Maria Louise Tart 
Patrick G. Toston 
Albert Tripp 
Maurice E"on Watson, Jr. 
Shandrycka Weaver 
Christopher Jauron White 
Jamal S. White 
Corey Devon Williams 
Johnnie Kinte Williams 
Steve L. Wilson 
Gwendollyn K. Wind 
SayeedX 
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The Ebony Fashion Fair Hits Spokane Washington 
by Jameeka Scott 
On April 24th 2001, Nancy Nelson and I attended the 43rd annual Ebony Fashion Fair at the Spokane AG 
Center. We were astonished by all the amazing creations presented by all the latest premier designers. 
There were various types of styles and fashions: sexy, casual, formal, and fun. They even made sure the 
audience caught a peek of what's in store with swimwear for both women and men. One important factor I 
admired about the Fashion Fair was there were not only tall slender women but there were also women of 
plus sizes as well and I can't forget to mention the handsome yet hunky men that modeled too. It felt 
really good to see a program, put on by African Americans that has positive morals, tum out to be so 
successful. To anyone who has not yet attended one of these fashion shows, I highly recommend it. 
Dean's List 
Winter Quarter 2001 
~tfumy 'Braaky 
Josn Cnristen 
Niiiya 'Dunmore 
.:AIIyson 'B. :J{a[[ 
'Eric J. 3lawiins 
Jama[Jones 
'Danielfe Xeys 
jraniXing 
J\dam.Xki 
'Eda~ £inco[n 
'Doniaa Penneweff 
Josepn flu,ansan 
'J'ravis 'R.eea 
'Donali£Sim.s, Jr. 
jrani.Sfoan 
Jennifer L Tinik 
Cnristoplier Wnite 
{iwen '\Vina 
FALL2001 
COURSE OFFERINGS 
Courses taught by Dr. Scott Finnie 
Intro to African American Culture 
AAST/HUMN 214 - JFK Auditorium 
M1WRF 12-12:50 p.m. 5 credits 
Early African American History 
AAST/HIST 215 & HONS 398 - JFK Auditorium 
M1WRF l-1:50p.m. 5 credits 
Harlem Renaissance 
AAST 301 - Patterson Hall, Room 157 
M1WRF 11-11:50 a.m. 5 credits 
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FALL2001 
September 26. Weds., School Begins 
October 4. Thurs., Welcome Social at Noon in Monroe Lounge 
October 15. Tues., Guest Speaker from Spokane Aids Network at Noon in Monroe Lounge 
November 13, Tues., Dr. Robert J Cummings from Howard University's Dept. of African Studies & Research at 
Noon in Showalter Auditorium .. 
November 15-17. Jazz Festival (AAEP co-sponsor) times vary 
November 29. Thurs., Kwanzaa at Noon in Louise Anderson (LA) Hall 
Most events are free and the public is welcome to attend. Please call 359-2205 with questions. 
****IF THIS NEWSLETTER WAS FORWARDED TO YOU****** 
Please notify us of your address change or we might lose contact with you permanently. 
(509) 359-2205 
******************************************** 
EWU students who mark "Restrict Address" at registration, do not receive deparment mailings 
unless they call 359-2205. and request to have their name added to the department's mailing list. 
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Eastern Washington University 
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